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Schlesinger On KEnnedy

sources, he has been given ace

|A THOUSAND DAYS: John F.
Kennedy in the While ‘House,

Ry Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.,

| 1087 pages. Houghton Mifflin.

'THIS is & superb and impnr: -8

tant book. It ought to be
“must” reading for all future
prccldcnha] candidates and as-
. piring White House aides even
though it might thin their ranks,
It should alse be read by any-

-one wanting to discuss Vietnam, -
‘Cuba, civil rights or any of the :

other major issucs involving the
Government of the United States

because of ils important back-."

ground  malerials.  Arthue’
Schlesinger has been even more
guccessful than Theodore Soren-
gen in producing a work of con-
temporary history of first rate
quality and importance,

3 [ress (o and the right to use!

"documents which other histo-

5 rians are not likely to sce for

}\ennedy library to be used after !

! On State Depariment

ARTHURM SCHLESINGER JR

The author has heen known in -

“his profession as & very politicpl
hislorian in a partisan sense.

‘One of his books found support -

for the New Deal in Jacksonian |
Drmocracy while the first vol-+
ume of his unfinished series on -
the Franklin Roosevelt Admin.’
fstration left the impression that

an inept Herbert Hoaver and the .
Republican party were chicfly”,
responsible for 1he stock market -
crash and the world depression.”

The author was also active in

Adlai Stevenson's campaigns of;
1952 and 1056 and only shifted:

his allegiance to Kennedy at Los
‘Angeles in 1960.

He writes then with the values
ol ‘a liberal Northern Democrat,
but within this framework he
rcomes surprisingly close to the °

iumltamabla goal of objectivity.
.Bince he has viewed two pre-
,A'Iom presldential regimes in. a’
detailed analysis” he is able to
pick out the most salient details,
uk the lmportant qu;stlons

LI

- Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500420022-0

and to offer ]udgments which |
" have some depth, ./
When President-elect Kennedy
added Schlesinger to his staff ;
" he knew that he was hiring an
._hlctorlan who would be tempted
~to wrile of his White House
.ycars, On occasion he jokingly -
warned  Schlesinger  against
making {oo much. of his posi-
tion, and he did ask that no
stafl members keep detailed-
accounts of conversations as a
" threat to freedom of expression, ;
But after the Bay of Pigs dis- !
“aster  Kepnedy changed- his
.mind, He told Schleginger that
71.""You can ‘)e damn sure that the

{'CIA has its record and the joint |

chlefs theirs, We'd. better be

‘[vsure that we have a record over |

. here.”On that basis Schiesinger |’

kept a full account of subsequerit‘
Al

. important  conferences,
though he; does nuhdusclose his

l

decades. A fontnoted manuscrlpt
of the hook has becn filed in the

“an appropriate interval.”
The matter which aroused the '.
"most altention in Llhe ‘earlier

jireatment of Sccretary.of Stale
iRusk and the reporting of Ken.

¥ ‘ ‘nedy’s dccision to replacé him.
% 1In the fuller, version Rusk ap-'

- pears as only one aspect of the
President’s {rustrating experis”
“,ence with the State Depariment
{ bureaucracy. The Pentagon also,
p bad - builtin  resistance to
.change, but Kenncdy seems to
“have felt that Secrctary Mc- '
* Namara was making some head-

Yway, Stale remained relatively |

'unchangcd In its dcvotion (o
1older and often dmcrcdltcd poli-
Clc%

ir, All of Kennedy’s major aciiops
‘m forcign affaivs—the fest Fan’

‘trcaty, the Alliance [or ng-.

- ross, the American University*

speech and the ténse, negolia-.

«tions over the Cuban “missile
crms—-were handled with Jitile
-assistance ‘from the Stale De-
paument\ On some crucial occa-
"glons Rusk secmed ' willing to '
have the Joint Chidls of Stafl’
! or the CIA invade and take over

! the demmns -which . nghlly b
' should "have boch. miade’ by - thé‘ page for each day, but it is a -

‘State l’)epaltmem

- Latin A micrica |

Schicsinger was slrongly interi-
“ested in Latin-American affairs
and writes & full réport on the
‘innovation andoperation o ? the."
k Alianza, ~For.(thosd:\whe | think. |

* what

- serializing of this book: was the .

', '—'thdt the Good chghbbr Policy’

< has been a cornerstone since the

- sccond Rooscvelt it will come as
_3 a surprise, as it did to Schles-i

inger, that a single Communist’
| eountry, Yugoslavia, with only’
y 38,000,000 people veccived more.
* American money in the pcrmd

1045-1960 than did all of Lalm-
{ America_with its almost 200,-3
000,000 largely impoverished |

", proples, Kennedy was ‘strongly,

critical of this neglect-and of
Schlesinger calls  “the:
t! pentagon's chronic need to dls-'
pose o obsolescent weapons”
which led to the dumping of
' Jarge gquantitics of arms on Lalin
American  governments.

Foreign affairs rightly lachi
up much of the volume, but due.
attention’ is also given to the,
. domestic  issues, parlicularly.
i. civil rights. The rolc of Robert'
Kennedy is also handled in ways
which will interest those whe
consider him a future White
House. possibility, Y

Many Light Touches .’i

-, There are many light touches
“"as well, one involving Robert. -
During ’ 'World War Il PT boat ;
.'commander Jack Kennedy in’
the Pacific received a picture !
of his younger brother being -
gworn into the Navy at the age |
. of 17. But what Jack claimed s
as his.chief concern was the dis--.
covery that Bob had appropri-
aled his checked London-tailored
coat; “I'd like to know what the .
hell I'm doing out here while,,
you go stroking around in my.’
* drape coat, but I suppose that
_Is what we are out here for.”
! “A Thousand Days” is & long :
ook with a little more than a. ¢

“‘richly rewarding book. It will |
- probably be read by many fu-
dure generations for jts pene- »

tration into the great complexl..} -

ties which beset a nation and*
its political leaders in a time '
of revolutionary change and is -
"@ world of troubles. .
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